Organizations expose to the UN violation to Justice access over controversial Belo Monte dam in the Amazon
The Xingu Forever Alive Movement and human rights organizations in Brazil have today filed a complaint to the UN Special Rapporteur for Judicial Independence and Autonomy about intimidation and pressure suffered by the Brazilian Judicial system agents who opposed the Belo Monte dam in the Amazon.

20/05/2011

In May this year, the Public Prosecution Office in the Amazon state of Pará was again pressed due to its role in defending the rights of Indigenous People and traditional communities affected by the construction of the Belo Monte dam complex in the Brazilian Amazon. The Norte Energia S/A consortium, responsible for the construction of the dam, had filed a representation against the Public Prosecutor Felicio Pontes Jr., for his blog in the internet which brings information about the project. The representation, addressed to the National Council of Public Prosecution Office, demands the removal of the Public Prosecutor from the lawsuits against the project and the withdrawal of the blog’s link from the Federal Public Prosecution Office’s website.
Given the obvious pressure by the consortium and also threats coming from the Brazilian Federal Government, a new report was sent this Friday (20th) to the UN Special Rapporteur for the Judges and Lawyers’ Independence, asking for measures to ensure the independence of the Brazilian Justice regarding the Belo Monte dam. The UN Special Rapporteur is currently occupied by the Brazilian Gabriela Carina Knaul. 

For Brazilian Human Rights Organizations, along with the Xingu Alive Forever Movement, the company’s acts are a new attempt to intimidate those who oppose the dam’s construction without the full compliance of the Social and Environmental Impacts Assessment. Intimidations have become the rule in the Belo Monte process and organizations have been warning the UN since last year.

The civil society will continue to stand up to defend the Indigenous People and traditional communities and against the violation of human rights caused by the construction of the Belo Monte dam.

Signatories:

Movimento Xingu Vivo Para Sempre (Xingu Alive Forever Movement)
Terra de Direitos - Human Rights Organization
Sociedade Paraense de Direitos Humanos – SDDH (Pará Society for Human Rights)
Justiça Global (Global Justice)
Comitê Metropolitano do Movimento Xingu Vivo (Belém – Pará) (Xingu Alive Movement Metropolitan Committee)
Prelazia do Xingu (Prelature of Xingu)
Conselho Indigenista Missionário – CIMI (Indigenous Missionary Council)
Comissão Pastoral da Terra – CPT (Pastoral Land Commission)
FAOR Network
Conferência Nacional dos Bispos do Brasil - CNBB Regional Norte II (National Conference of Bishops in Brazil – North Region II)
Comissão de Justiça e Paz da CNBB Regional Norte II (CNBB Justice and Peace Commission – North Region II)
Secretaria de Direitos Humanos do Conselho Federal da OAB (Human Rights Secretariat from the Brazilian Lawyers’ Organization Federal Council)
Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra – MST (Landless Movement)
UNIPOP

